
 Recommended Reading List 

Year 2 

Non-Fiction 
 

 
How Does a Lighthouse 

Work? 
Roman Belyaev 

 

 
How can we tell one lighthouse from another? What does a lighthouse 

keeper do? Where are the most unusual lighthouses in the world? Depart 
on an enchanting voyage with the school children in this book to discover 
the answers to these questions along with other fascinating facts about 
lighthouses and how they work. A charming journey through the science 

and history of lighthouses around the world. 
 

 

 
Surprising Sharks 

Nicola Davies and James 
Cockroft 

 

 
 

The last word you want to hear when you're swimming in the warm blue 
sea is "Shark!" But most real sharks are not what you might expect. Some 

are no bigger than a chocolate bar, some have built-in fairy lights and most 
wouldn't go near a human, even if you were wearing a sign saying "dinner"! 

So if you think all sharks are giant, man-eating killers, you're in for a big 
surprise. 

 

 
A First Book of Animals 

Nicola Davies 
 

 
Nicola Davies, the award-winning author of A First Book of Nature, presents 

a spellbinding treasury of poems about the animal world, illustrated in 
breathtaking detail by Petr Horacek. Polar bears playing on the ice, tigers 

hunting in the jungle, fireflies twinkling in the evening sky and nightingales 
singing in the heart of the woods - there are animals everywhere. From 

blue whales to bumblebee bats and everything in between, A First Book of 
Animals takes you all over the planet to visit all kinds of different creatures. 

This book is a glorious celebration of life in the wild in all its variety and 
splendour, and belongs on every child's bookshelf. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
The Brilliant Deep: 

Rebuilding the World’s Coral 
Reef 

 

 
All it takes is one: one coral gamete to start a colony, one person to make a 
difference, one idea to change the world. The ongoing efforts to save and 

rebuild the world's coral reefs—with hammer and glue, and grafts of newly 
grown coral—are the living legacy of Ken Nedimyer, founder of the Coral 

Restoration Foundation. Kate Messner and Matthew Forsythe tell the true 
story of the coral restoration pioneer in this brilliant tribute to the wonders 

of nature and the power of human hope. 
 

 
 

 
Great Voyages:  

Daring Adventurers From 
James Cook to Gertrude Bell 

Deborah Patterson 
 
 

 
 

Discover the world through the eyes of the greatest explorers in history. 
Find out how the world was first circumnavigated by a slave and how 

travellers overcame the challenge of not having enough to eat and drink 
whilst travelling through unknown territory. Experience the excitement of 
seeing a new land for the first time, tasting new fruits and discovering new 

animals. 
 

 
 

 
Steve Backshall’s Deadly 60 

 
 
 

Steve Backshall embarks on his most daring adventure yet. He has just six 
months to travel six continents and find 60 of the deadliest creatures on 
the planet for the 26-part Childrens BBC series of the same name, which 

will air on BBC 1, CBBC, Discovery and Animal Planet channels. From lethal 
beauties to killer beasts, from the unseen to the unexpected, the one thing 

these creatures have in common is that they are all deadly to other 
animals.  

 

 
Collins Junior Thesaurus 

 

This popular illustrated thesaurus for 7-9 year olds provides a 
straightforward introduction to using a thesaurus, with over 130 key words 

plus related words grouped to show meaning and context. 

  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Steve-Backshalls-Deadly-60-Backshall/dp/1472911733/ref=pd_sim_14_1?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1472911733&pd_rd_r=QMF4YTRATMNTK3JDR2Q5&pd_rd_w=NNy23&pd_rd_wg=dj34V&psc=1&refRID=QMF4YTRATMNTK3JDR2Q5


 

 
Usborne Children’s Picture 

Atlas 
Emily Bone 

 
 

A stunning atlas with 15 beautifully illustrated maps for children to pore 
over. Young explorers can discover the countries, continents, oceans, 

mountains and ice caps of our amazing planet and learn where different 
animals and people live. There are fascinating facts about each country, 

plus flags and capital cities and an index of place names. 

 
 

 
Lots: The Diversity of Life on 

Earth 
Nicola Davies 

From the award-winning team behind Tiny: The Invisible World of Microbes 
comes Lots, a beautifully illustrated introduction to the concept of 

biodiversity for younger readers. There are living things everywhere: the 
more we look, the more we find. There are creatures on the tops of the 
tallest jungle trees, at the bottom of the coldest oceans, even under the 

feathers of birds and in boiling volcanic pools. So how many different kinds 
are there? One, two, three ... lots! With beautiful words from Nicola Davies 

and exquisite illustrations by Emily Sutton, this ground breaking book is 
certain to enchant and inspire children. 

 
 

 
Why Don’t Fish drown? 

Anna Claybourne 
 

 
What’s the point of a porcupine? Why can’t my dog talk to me? Why does a 
shark need such big teeth? This book provides an engaging way for young 
people to discover more about animals by asking and answering questions 
for themselves. The book is structured around twenty-two questions. Each 

answer is supported by a detailed illustration, photograph or diagram. 
Fresh and informal without being flippant, this is a swift introduction to 

natural history that will enable children to feel confident asking and 
investigating the questions that interest them most. 

 


