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December 2021 Newsletter

A very special birthday this month ~
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Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth
From the carol Silent Night, words written in 1816 by Joseph Mohr,

a young Austrian priest.
OFSTED
As you know, last month we had an Ofsted inspection.
The outcome remains confidential until the official report is published but we will let you know as soon as we can.
I am delighted that the Ofsted Inspectors discovered what we all know … that we have the best children in our school.  The children impressed the inspectors with their behaviour, manners, positive attitude to learning, resilience and confidence when talking about their school.

They also discovered that the staff and governors work very hard to ensure that our children learn well and are happy.

I look forward to sharing the report when we receive it.
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A temporary farewell … 
…to Mrs Harkness who takes up a secondment place in January.

She will be working for School Improvement Liverpool.

We wish her every success in her new venture, we will 
miss her but know that we will see her soon.  
She has said she is going to miss all of our lovely learners, families and staff.
Letter from Matt Ashton & Steve Reddy
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28th November 2021
Dear Parent/ Carer,

A new COVID-19 variant of concern has been identified in the UK amidst high local infection rates. Concerns are that the new variant, called Omicron, can spread more quickly and may be more likely to cause reinfections of COVID-19.  It is essential we act now to stop infections spreading in our homes, schools and communities. 

From today the Department for Education states, face coverings should be worn in communal areas in all settings by staff and visitors, unless they are exempt.  
Parents and carers, staff and visitors should wear face coverings both inside and around school premises where social distancing cannot be maintained such as pick up and drop off times.  This guidance is further to the Liverpool Health Protection Board recommendations issued in October 2021.
Testing
In order to reduce any further impact on schools leading into Christmas, it is essential that eligible household members continue to test weekly using the lateral flow devices which can be accessed here. Testing helps identify cases early, and therefore reduces the likelihood of COVID-19 spreading within schools.  Please report the results on the government website.
Vaccination
We must do everything we can to reduce both the current variants and any new variants from spreading through schools.  All eligible adults and students aged 12 and over are strongly encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, including boosters.

Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. There has been some coverage in the media suggesting that the Omicron variant may be less responsive to the vaccine.  The evidence on this is still emerging, but even if the vaccine is less responsive it will still help to protect young people and adults, and benefit those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to catch the virus and less likely to pass it on.  To book a vaccine please click here.

Contact tracing and the Omicron Variant

All individuals who have been identified as a close contact of a suspected or confirmed case of the Omicron variant of COVID-19, regardless of vaccination status and age, will be contacted directly by NHS Test and Trace and required to self-isolate immediately and asked to book a PCR test.  
We appreciate everything you are doing to help us with this and thank you once again for your continued support.

Yours Sincerely

Matt Ashton

Director of Public Health

Steve Reddy

Director of Children’s Service
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Why no Nativity Plays in school?

Hopefully, having read the above information from the Director of Public Health, you will appreciate our cautious approach in avoiding large groups in school.

We currently have a number of children off with Covid19 – you know how quickly this virus has been spreading.

Schools make their own decisions and we are in line with a lot of local schools as well as taking Local Authority advice.
As much as we would love to have face-to-face Christmas plays, it isn’t safe – and that is the most important thing to consider currently.
READING AT HOME

The importance of reading at home cannot be underestimated.  Children benefit greatly from reading books or comics either alone or with an adult.
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If you have access to devices at home, children in Years 2-6 have access to Reading Plus.  




This programme will really support your child’s fluency and comprehension skills.

If you need login reminders – please ask their class teacher.

Looking forward to January 

A reminder that children should be in full school uniform:
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	Grey skirt or tunic 
Grey trousers (short or long)

White blouse / White shirt

RED sweat-cardi/jumper with school badge

Red & silver tie

White or Grey socks 

Black School shoes (no heels)



	DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

	DECEMBER

	Wednesday 1st
	First Holy Communion initial meeting

	Friday 3rd
	1:30 Singing at Tesco Year 3 and Choir

	Friday 10th
	Wear a Christmas Jumper day - £1 for charity

	Sunday 12th
	11:15 a.m. Families Mass at Our Lady of Mount Carmel

	Wednesday 15th
	Christmas Dinner – Wear your Christmas jumper again!

	Thursday 16th
	Coverdale Puppet show

	Friday 17th
	Recording of Nativity & Carols

Luxury Hamper draw

	Monday 20th
	A very special visitor ???

	Tuesday 21st
	Party day – OWN CLOTHES DAY
Last day of term for children

School closes at 1:30 p.m.

	Wednesday 22nd
	Inset day

	Christmas celebrations – all will be filmed in school and available to watch. (Details will be sent out later) 
Early Years: Christmas Carols

KS1: Small Nativity Tableau (Dress-up and songs)

Year 3: Singing at Tesco
Years 4, 5 & a Y6 group: Music concert

Year 6: Song and Poem

	JANUARY School re-opens Wednesday 5th January



We would like to wish you all a 
Very Happy, Joyful and Peaceful Christmas.   

Happy Holidays to our other-faith families.
However you celebrate the season - have a wonderful time with your families.
 
Can you solve 
the puzzle (

Why was the snowman looking through the carrots? 
He was picking his nose!
What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations? 
Tinsilitis!

How does Christmas Day end? 

With the letter Y!


Did you know …?
Jingle Bells was the first song played in space on 16 December 1965 (Gemini 6A flight)

It is a tradition in Japan to eat KFC for Christmas.  Orders must be placed 2 months in advance!
Key actions people can take to keep themselves and their communities safe





Get vaccinated


Get your booster when it’s your turn � HYPERLINK "https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-booster-vaccine/" �https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-booster-vaccine/�


Continue to test regularly – with lateral flow tests


Wear face coverings in communal areas and when advised / appropriate to do so


Wear face coverings on public and school transport


Maximise ventilation


Maintain good hygiene – wash hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser


Self-isolate if not well with covid symptoms, and get PCR test asap


Self-isolate if asked by NHS Test and Trace










