Catholic Primary School Ph®omn° ilices

Phase 1 Phonics Explained

In 2007 ‘Letters and Sounds’ provided guidance on the teaching and learning of phonics. They created
phases for children to progress through to acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to become fluent,
confident, independent readers and writers. Phase 1 sets out the building blocks for leaming to read and
write. The main aim is for children to ‘experience regular, planned opportunities to listen carefully and talk
extensively about what they hear, see and do’. (Letters and Sounds 2007)

Phase 1 lays the foundations for phonics in early years and beyond by targeting and developing both
phonological and phonemic awareness.The emphasis during Phase 1 is to get children attuned to the sounds
around them and ready to begin developing oral blending and segmenting skills.

Phase 1 is organised into seven different aspects:

Aspect 1 — Environmental Sounds - General Sound Discrimination

The aim of this aspect is to raise children’s awareness of the sounds around them and to develop their
listening skills.

Aspect 2 - Instrumental Sounds - General Sound Discrimination

This aspect aims to develop children's awareness of sounds made by various instruments and noise makers.

Aspect 3 — Body Percussion - General Sound Discrimination

The aim of this aspect is to develop children's awareness of body sounds and rhythms.

Aspect 4 — Rhythm and Rhyme

This aspect aims to develop children's appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in speech.

Aspect 5 — Alliteration

The focus is on the initial sounds of words.

Aspect 6 — Voice Sounds

The aim is to distinguish between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and segmenting.

Aspect 7 — Oral Blending and Segmenting

In this aspect, the main aim is to develop oral blending and segmenting skills. To practise oral blending, the
teacher could say some sounds, such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and see whether the children can pick out a cup from a
group of objects. For segmenting practise, the teacher could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the
children which sounds they can hear in the word sock.

Each aspect is divided into three strands:
1. Tuning into sounds (auditory discrimination)
2. Listening and remembering sounds (auditory memory and sequencing)
3. Talking about sounds (developing vocabulary and language comprehension)
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Pre-Phase 2

This optional Pre-Phase 2 Section can be used with children in Term 3 who have completed Phase 1 and
are ready to recognise and say letter sounds.

Pre-Phase 2 in our Foundations Programme has o slower pace than Phase 2 teaching in Reception. Pre-
Phase 2 covers only one letter each week. Lessons and resources are provided to teach the first 8 letters
taught in Phase 2:5,a,t, p.i,n, mand d.

Overview example of weekly activities

Week 1 Letter ‘s’

Activity 1: Introduce the Sound
Introduce ‘s’ using PowerPoint: story, mnemonic, action and song.

Activity 2: Initial Sound Identification
Recap sound, action and grapheme using mnemonic flashcard.
Silly Soup - initial sound sorting.

Activity 3: Grapheme Recognition & Formation

Recap recognition of grapheme with flashcard - sing the song together.

Practise grapheme recognition using the PowerPoint. Children to spot the Silent Ghost carrying the ‘s’
grapheme.

Activity 4: Oral Blending
Practise oral blending with ‘s’
Help Robot Rob find ingredients for Tricky Witch’'s Super Silly Soup.

Activity 5: Oral Segmenting
Practise oral segmenting with 's.
Help Tricky Witch put away her silly soup ingredients into her sack.

Optional Weekly Focus Activity: Monster Sound Explorers
‘Searching for ‘s’

Set up a sand tray with sand and additional glitter &for sequins. Add small objects or pictures of objects
with ‘s’ sound and magnetic letters including 's.’ Encourage the children to use sieves and spoons to find
objects with the 's’ sound and ‘s’ magnetic letters.






