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Summer 2 2026

In God'’s love we learn and grow together

Our Easter Service took place on Wednesday 15t April. Children from Reception to Year 6 took
part, and we would like to thank all parents and carers who attended.

Our annual display of ingenuity and creativity took place during our Easter/Spring Bonnet parade,
which was lovely to see. Class prize winners were Saige, Navi, Alfie, Lottie, Archie, Scarlett, Oliver
and Tamas who all won an Easter egg.

The winner of the Easter Raffle was George.

Finally, thank you to our catering team who provided an Easter roast dinner for staff and children.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Saturday 9t May was a very special occasion for some of our Year 4 pupils who
made their First Holy Communion. We keep those Year 4 pupils and their families in
our prayers, as they continue to embark on their Sacramental journey.

Over the last few weeks of preparation the children have shown real enthusiasm 4
and interest as they move towards this very special occasion.

First Holy Communion is a wonderful moment in a child’s life and represents a sign of growth in the
knowledge and love of God for every child. Thank you to the children’s families, who came along
to support them.

VISIT BY KIM JOHNSON MP

On Thursday 23 April, we were delighted to welcome Kim Johnson MP to St Finbar's.

Kim stopped by to see our fantastic Breakfast Club in action. While we
have always been proud to partner with Magic Breakfast to feed our sesr
pupils and are thriled to announce that the school has successfully f i
secured new DfE funding to keep the club running and free for our
children.

BREAKFAST
cLues

It was lovely to show Kim how our pupils start their day with a healthy meal and be able to play
with their friends. A huge thank you to the staff who make this possible every morning.



ST GEORGES DAY
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On Thursday 23 April children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 celebrated St George's Day at the
historic St George's Hall, Liverpool.

The morning included a theatrical performance by Altered Scale Theatre and a live organ recital
which gave our children a fantastic opportunity for our children to engage with British heritage
and the arts.

We would also like to thank our parent helpers who gave up their time to help.

DONATED BOOKS

We have recently been donated a wonderful box of 30 brand new books for our school library.
These included a mixture of different genres such as graphic novels, adventure fiction and non-
fiction books. This donation was given to us by Miss Brownsword and Auntie Bessie.
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YEAR 1 STAY & LEARN

On Wednesday 6™M May, our Year 1
classroom welcomed the
parents/carers to our special ‘Stay &
Learn’ session. It was lovely to see
our parents/carers working alongside
their children, gaining a first-hand
look at the Year 1 learning
environment.

Families explored our confinuous
provision, seeing how purposeful
play-based  tasks are  carefully
designed to support independent
learning and development.

Key highlights included:

Fine Motor Magic: Families joined in
activities aimed aft strengthening little
hands — crucial for building stamina in
writing.

Posture and Focus: We discussed the
vital link between sitting correctly and
improved concentration, showing
how good posture can have a lasting
positive impact on a child’s learning.

Reading and Oracy: We shared
thoughts on the importance of
talking and reading at home, which
remain the foundation for everything
we do in class and the importance of
back and forth conversations to
further develop oracy skills.

Looking Ahead: As we approach the
final term, we also began discussions
on preparing our children for the
exciting move into Year 2.

moment

“I'love the interactive nature of the learning. The activities are great and the environment is loving”
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“Fabulous to see children’s work and learning”
“Lovely to see what the children are learning about and enjoying themselves in the classroom. Thank you!”

“"Amazing! All the children are very well behaved. | am so happy fo join in this moment with my son. Thank
you to all the teachers”.

“I'am so happy to see progress in my daughter. She is now fully independent because of this school.
Obviously teachers are truly wonderfull”



Wetland Centre

‘ Martin Mere YEAR 4 TRIP TO MARTIN MERE

Year 4 had a briliant day exploring the wildlife at Martin Mere. The children enjoyed a walk
through the grounds, spotting a variety of birds including flamingoes, swans and spoonbills.  As
part of the Generation Wild programme, they also learned how to become guardians of the
planet and protect the natural world. To end the day, the children visited the otters!

® 50 MUCH

A huge thank you to the kind gengleman who visited us anonymously and made a donation to
our school. Their generous gift will be put with the ‘cake sale’ funds and go toards lunchtime
outdoor play equipment.

Thank you to Prenton RUFC who, as part of their community outreach, provided
EYFS with plant pots and seeds for their school garden.

On Thursday 14t May, Tesco on Park Road
kindly delivered a selection of fresh fruit for our
children. We are always grateful for their
generous community outreach initiatives.




SAINT DAYS

There are several saints’ days in June, just two are mentioned below:

Saint John the Baptist’s Feast Day is 24t June
He is the Patron Saint of Baptisms.

John the Baptist was the first disciple of Jesus Christ. John was born of elderly
parents, St. Elizabeth and St. Zachariah. They were good, patient, law-
abiding people, who had given up hope of ever having a child of their own
until the angel’s revelation to Zachariah announced to him that they were
to have a son who would be called John (meaning “God is gracious”). This
child of theirs was to be the one who would “pave the way” for the Messiah.
John was this chosen one who would prepare the people, urging them to
repent of their sins, baptising them, and teaching them the meaning of the
Scriptures, in readiness for the coming of the Saviour they had been waiting
for so longingly for so many years and who was now at hand. John himself
needed preparation for this important mission, and for many years before his |
public ministry he lived an ascetic life of strict self-discipline, solitude,
abstinence and prayer.

St Peter & Paul Feast Day is 29t June
Saint Peter, named Simon at birth, was a fisherman from Galilee. Peter and his
brother Andrew were fishermen before Jesus called them to follow him.

Fishing was a common profession on the Sea of Galilee. One day as Peter and
Andrew were mending their fishing nets, Jesus called out to the brothers. Jesus
said, “Come after me, and | will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19). Both
brothers left their nets to become disciples of Jesus.

After Jesus rose from the dead, Peter was one of the first to see him alive.
Peter's given name was Simon, but Jesus gave him the name “Peter”. The
name means “rock”. Jesus enfrusted Peter with a very special task. He
appointed him the leader of the Church. Jesus said “You are Petfer, and
upon this rock | will build my church” (Matthew 16:18). Emperor Constantine
gave Christians greater freedom of religion and a great church was built
over the grave of Saint Peter. Today, the Basilica of Saint Peter in the
Vatican stands on the same spot.

As we are seeing an improvement in the weather with some sunshine, please

£ -‘ remember to send your child into school with a water bottle and a sun hat. If your
°,w\v child has a lunch provided by the school, they do not need an additional water
i bottle.

Please put sun cream (for the very warm weather) on your child before they come to school. All
items should be clearly marked with your child’'s name.

Water bottles should be named and contain plain water only. We ask that no squash, flavoured
water or other drinks are sent in.



I {6 $ATs

We could not be prouder of our Year é pupils.

The hard work started long before SATs week. From after-school revision sessions to tackling
trickly practice papers with a smile, their preparation has been second-to-none. They have
approached every challenge with a ‘can-do’ attitude and a level of maturity that has fruly
impressed the entire staff.

While these tests are a way to show what they have learned, they only capture a small part of
what makes our Year 6s so special. Beyond the results, we have seen them grow into resilient, kind
and confident young people.

As they look toward the final weeks of primary school and the exciting transition to secondary
school, we know they are ready for whatever comes next. The future is incredibly bright for this
cohort, and we cannot wait to see the amazing things they will achieve.

Well done, Year 6.

ASCENSION AND PENTECOST

Ascension and Penftecost occur between May and June. These feasts commemorate Jesus’
ascention to heaven forty days after his resurrection, and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the
Asposles ten days later.

What is Pentecost?
Fifty days afer Easter Sunday, Christians celebrate another special feast — the feast of Pentecost.

ﬁ\ At Pentecost we remember how Jesus, after he ascended to heaven, sent the Holy
Spirit to his disciples to encourage them in their mission to share God's love and
mercey with the world.

F e

Before Pentecost, the disciples were anxious and afraid. They began to worry
about how they would cope without Jesus by their side. But after God the Son
and God the Father sent God and the Holy Spirit to be with them always, the = b
disciples were transformed. Strengthened and guided by the Holy Spirit, the  ( S#ed. .
&

disciples began their mission to share the message of Jesus with everyone. s -'_-; 0,00

That is why, after Pentecost, the disciples became known as apostles. A disciple is someone who
learns from a teacher. An aspostle is someone sent out to deliver those teachings to others.

You can discover the extraordinary events of Pentecost in a book of the Bible call the ‘Acts of the
Apostles’ written by St Luke who also wrote the Gospel of Luke.

The coming of the Holy Spirit helped Christiand understand that although there is only
one God, God is revealed to us as God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit.

After the Apostles received the Holy Spirit of Pentecost, they followed Jesus’ instruction to “Go into
the world. Go everywhere and announce the message of God’'s good news to everyone.”
Thanks to their efforts, people across the world came to know the message of Jesus and the love
of God. This is how the catholic Church began to grow into a worldwide family.



10 ways Yo become a
better ceader...

1. (eadg READ
READING AT HOME By ead I
‘FEhDﬂn ad
7.

) @, read
At St Finbar's we strive to build a reading-for-pleasure culture amongst our children. gt 7. e
Question: How can you help your child become a great reader? 10. READ

Answer: By reading at home. Children who have high levels of literacy and achieve the best
reading score read at home and read for pleasure. At St Finbar’'s we give your children the tools
to be successful readers. For children to be the best readers we need your help in ensuring
children read at home too.

Ways to help your child with reading:

e Help your child to make reading a daily habit.

e Talk about new vocabulary with your child so they understand the meaning of new words
and phrases. . R

e Ask questions about what your child is reading.

Ask them to explain what is happening in the story.

e Make sure your child has a balanced reading diet: are they often
reading similar books? Can you guide them to trying new styles
and genres?

Please sign your child’s reading card.

e Children in Year 2 — 6 can access Reading Plus at home. Your child’s login de’rolls and
passwords are in the front of their reading records. Any problems, please email the school
office on Finbars-rec@st-finbars.liverpool.sch.uk

Read every day, it's the St Finbar's Way!

MOBILE PHONES

Children should only bring their mobile phones into school if they are walking to or
from school alone and they need to have them in case of an emergency.

If you wish your child to bring their mobile phone to school, please write to or email
Mrs Conley, Headteacher, requesting permission for them to do so.

Finbars-rec@st-finbars.liverpool.sch.uk

Phones must be switched off on entering the school and they will be kept securely in the school
office for the duration of the day.

Please note that school is not insured for any child’s mobile phone.

Please can you ensure that your child’s school uniform, PE kit, coat, water bottle and
school bag are all named. Thank you.
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SCHOOL LIBRARY

Thanks to our librarians’ hard work in sorting, selling old stock
and reorganising, our library is now open.

Each class has dedicated lunch breaks to relax, read and
browse through our library books.

Pupils can also check books in and out, experiencing how a
public library works.

Here is what our children love about their new library:

| love the new books
we have in our library:

| like reading here:

Year 1 pupil
Year 2 pupil

Everything is very calm
in the library:

Year 4 pupil

CHILL OUT FOR A GOOD CAUSE

Our 'Chill Out For A Good Cause’ fundraiser is continuing fill the end of the summer term. Ice pops
will continue to be sold every Wednesday and Friday lunchtime. 50p per ice pop. one per child.
All monies raised will go towards purchasing new lunchtime recources.

MATHS AT HOME

It can be particularly difficult to know how to support your child with maths at home but you can
help develop their maths skills by involving them in everyday activities. If your child can help
measure the ingredients when baking or work our which supermarket deal is the cheapest. Take
a close look around your home or our on the street and you will quickly come to notice that
numbers are everywhere! It all helps them understand maths in real life.

As part of the maths curriculum, children use TTRockstars (Year 3 — Year 6) and Numbots (Year 1 &
2). Your child can access their site at home and we would encourage them to do this on a
regular basis.

https://ttrockstars.com/ children should have a log on for this site. If your child does not have their
log in, please email the school office Finbars-rec@st-finbars.liverpool.sch.uk

https://play.numbots.com/#/intfro number bonds games using your child’s login.

Your child’s login and password details are in their reading record. If your child does not have
their log in, please email the school office Finbars-rec@st-finbars.liverpool.sch.uk
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BB cakfast Club /I

Our Breakfast Club is FREE to all our children in Reception to Year 6.

It opens at 8.00 am every school morning. Last entry to Breakfast Club is 8.30 am. There is always
a selection of cereals, bagels, toast, sausage & beans, yoghurt, fresh fruit and drinks.

A big ‘Thank You' to Magic Breakfast who supply us with bagels, cereal and juice and the
Department of Education for funding the breakfast club.

Please do not drop your child off before 8.00 am as there are no staff available to look after them.

ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE

If you require assistance to complete a school form/school application form, please
contact the school office (0151 727 3963) or email finbars.rec@st-finbars.liverpool.sch.uk |&
Our office staff will arrange a date and time for you to come to school and complete

the paperwork with you.
pap wiTth you Q@LOV%

UNIFORM

Do not forget that our Pre-Loved Uniform ‘shop’ is always open.

Please ask at the school office or email the school office on (finbars-rec@st-
finbars.liverpool.sch.uk)with your requests (e.g. item, sizes etc) and we will see
what is available and get it ready for you to collect.

If you would like to donate any part of the school uniform or PE kit, it must be washed and in good
condition. Please drop any donations to the school office. We have been able to help many of
our families and will continue to do so.

If you wish to apply for a Nursery place at St Finbar's, please contact the school office on 0151 727
3963 or email finbars-rec@st-finbars.liverpool.sch.uk  We currently have places available for
children age 3+.

For places in any other year group, please contact the school office and they will inform you of
the correct procedure to apply for a place.

Please contact the Local Authority admission on www.liverpool.gov.uk/admissions if you require a
place for your child. You can also contact the school direct who will be able to assist you.
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Dates For your dary

Themed Lunch ‘Chippy Ted’
215t Thursday
Last Day of Term
22nd — st Friday — Monday | School Closed for Half Term
June 2026
Children Return to School. Breakfast Club is Available
2nd Tuesday
No Superstarters this week
Ice Pop Sale Commences. 50p each. Wednesday & Friday
3rd Wednesday
Year 3 Trip to Water Lane Farm
Book Fair Starts until Tuesday 9t June
4th Thursday Fun Phonics re-commences
Board Game Club Commences
5th Friday Year 3 Swimming Lessons Commence
gih Monday Football, Puzzle Club, Performing Arts and Computing Clubs
commence
9th Tuesday Superstarters Commences
11th Thursday Year 4 Trip to Sefton Park Palm House
19th Friday Visit by Bishop Tom Neylon
22nd Monday Year 2 Trip to Martin Mere
July 2026
1st Wednesday Secondary School Induction Day for Year 6 Pupils
6th Monday Year 5 Visit King's Leadership: Details to Follow
Year 6 Trip to Martin Mere: Details to Follow
10th Friday
Guitar Concert: Details to Follow
13th Monday Battle of the Planets, Year 1 — 6: Details to Follow
14th Tuesday Brass Concert: Details to Follow
17th Friday Last Day of Term
20th Monday School Closed for Children: Staff Training Day




SCHOOL WEBSITE

Don't forget to visit our school website regularly for | ¢ ﬁ;pzm“jsfjn‘:;!i::@wScm‘ :

important updates, gvenf calendars, schgol policies and St Finhar's Catholc Primary School: Home

helpful resources. It is a good way to stay informed about |y . e wesieersirmars e pmay e oo stenet
what is happening in our school community. God's love we leam and grow fogether

https://www.st-finbars.co.uk/

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick
High Park Street, Toxteth, Liverpool L8 8DX
olmc@rcaol.org.uk
0151 727 1463

OLMC Tea/Coffee & Cake: Please join us after the 11.15 am Mass. Cup of tea/coffee and a slice of
homemade cake, £1. Everyone welcome.

Mass Attendance Sheets: The attendance sheets at the back of church are for all parents/carers to sign
each week to enable us to keep records for future reference for any faith forms for schools that we may be
asked to fill in. These forms will give us an accurate record of attendance and will be kept for a minimum of
3 years.

Mount Carmel Parish Centre: If you would like to hire our function room for your event, please contact Ann
Marie on 0151 727 1695.

OLMC Food Bank: Open every Wednesday, 2.00 am - 12 noon. If you can donate store cupboard items
e.g. breakfast cereal, long life milk, tea, coffee, soup, pasta sauce, tins of funa, meat and biscuits, please
drop them off in church or the presbytery. Thank you.

Important Notice First Holy Communions: Proof of Baptism is needed before your child can make their
communion. If you child was baptised anywhere other than Mount Carmel or St Patrick’s you will need to
obtain a copy of the baptism from the church, they were baptised in. Please give your copy to Liz (Mount
Carmel), The Sisters (St Patrick’s) or to Fr Silviu or Anne (Parish Office). We need proof as soon as possible.

OLMC Parish Centre Bingo: Every Thursday from 7.30 pm.

Slimming World: Every Safturday 8.30 am and 10.00 am.


https://www.st-finbars.co.uk/
mailto:olmc@rcaol.org.uk

Date: 1* & 8" June 2026
Time: 9.30am =12 noon
Venue: Virtual Zoom

Dear Parent/Carer,

If you have early concerns about social communication and interaction or your child
is awaiting assessment from the ASD pathway, we would like to offer you the
opportunity to attend the above workshop on Social Communication and Social
Behaviour (Both session dates need to be attended).

If you wish to attend, please contact the team on the email below.
Email: asdtrainingteam@liverpool.gov.uk

If the above dates for the workshop are not suitable, please view the Liverpool Local
offer Page / Liverpool ASD training team for future training and workshops.
Liverpool ASD Training Team | Liverpool Family Information & SEND Directory

We look forward fo meeting you.
Yours sincerely

ASD Training Team

' National | Autism Specialist LiverPOO'
Autistic  Award Advonced s P
0 Society | 2023 City Council

Liverpool City Council ASD Training Team_
Social Communication/Social Behaviour Workshop

Date: 7" & 14" July 2026
Time: 9.30 - 12.00pm
Venue: Everton Children's Centre, Spencer Street, L6 2WF

Dear Parent/Carer,

If you have early concerns about social communication and interaction or your child
Is awaiting assessment from the ASD pathway, we would like to offer you the
opportunity to attend the above workshop on Social Communication and Social
Behaviour (Both session dates need to be attended).

If you wish to attend, please contact the team on the emall below.
Email: agdtrainingteam@liverponl gov,uk

If the above dates for the workshop are not suitable, please view the Liverpool Local
offer Page / Liverpool ASD training team for future training and workshops.
Liverpool ASD Training Team | Liverpool Family Information & SEND Directory

We Inok forward to meeting you.
Yours sincerely

ASD Training Team



Archdiocese of Liverpool

Welcome

Singing is for everyone!

In addition to encouraglng smglng in schools throughout the archdiocese, the Archdiocese of Liverpool Music Department operates a number of out of school choirs.
Details of our choirs that are currently recruiting are below. Please do share these opportunities with your school community.
We plan to create further choirs in other areas of the Archdiocese over the next 24 months so watch this space!

Dr Christopher McElroy, Director of Music, Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral Choir

Metropolitan Cathedral Transferable skills our )
of Chyist the King Liverpoal Aol choristers develop: “ MUSIC
SR —— -y T ST

SING. LEARN.

, Could your child become a cathedral chorister?

Children currently

in years 2-5 who
love to sing are M
e Z7 1 A NR

invited to apply to
join the Liverpool 0 Sing regularfy in Becoming part of
F oUr amazing

Metropolitan Domeicyimsrid bediyest
Cathedral Choir.

S Coaratinky Tona FOR CHILDREN (YEARS 2-8) WHO LOVE TO SING!

investment c! around
E18k per d aver

<ix years " FREE MUSICAL TRAINING LED BY DBS CERTIFIED
= MUSICIANS FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES LOCALLY AND
FURTHER AFIELD

- Archbishop John Sherrington
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ONLINESAFETY NEWSLETTER/E ONLINESAFETY NEWSLETTER

SPOTTING FAKENEWS & IDENTIFYING RELIABLE FACT-CHECKING TIPS-HOWTO VERIFY ONLINE
SOURCES INFORMATION

ISSUE23 ISSUE24

FAKE NEWS

It can be difficult to know what information online is
real and what isn't. ‘Fake news’ is content that may look
like a genuine news story but includes misleading or
false information.

FACT CHECKING

In today’s digital world, headlines are often designed
to grab attention and create strong reactions
However, not everything we read online is accurate
Trusted news sites, such as BBC News, use fact-
checking teams to help readers identdfy reliable

It is important that children understand how to
nformation

identify what is fake. Talk about warning signs, such as
exaggerated headlines or unusual claims. You can help your child develop safe online habits by
encouraging them to question what they see online
and think carefully before believing or sharing
nformation

A simple rule to share is “if something sounds too
surprising or extreme, it’'s worth checking before
believing or sharing it.”

RELIABLE SOURCES ‘ (o] D TOPTIPS!

Here are some top tips to spot Incomrect Information onine:
« If it sounds sensational, it might be fake - Does the fact sound out

I
N 4
of the ordirary? it"s likely not correct, 50 always double-check it
- = Check twice - When you find a headline that grabs your attention,

A reliable source

find another news site to confirm that the information Is correct.

s they do

d to fit the Look for sources - Articies will often have sources at the bottom of
o fit the

the page, which is where they get thelr Information from.

TipH s oo s ok i .

APP SPOTLIGHT - X Xs minimum age s 13+ " APP SPOTLIGHT - NORDVPN . m::mu
This htis X. ppltoi : This week’s app spotSght is NordVPNL NordVPN can be used on
s { } o AVPN (Virtisal Private Network) hides a user's online phones, tablets, laptops,
: % Lo o activity and location. and gaming devices.
While VPNs can heip adults protect their privacy Rt Is Important to talk to

and Information online, children may use them to children about using the
bypass parental controls, school filters, or age Intemnaet safely
restrictions. responsibly.



Liverpool Schools FA Announces Month-Long Exhibition at St George's Hall
Celebrating s Legacy and Future

Liverpool Schools Foolball Association (LSFA), in collaboration with Liverpool City Council,
is very proud 1o announce a special month-long exhibition taking piace throughout May in
the Stables Gallery at the iconic St George's Hall,

The exhivition features amazing historical memorabiila, Interactive exhibits and our sam
photos including legends such as Wayne Rooney and Stephen Gerrard when they were at
school

This landmark exhibition will celebrate the rich history, enduring legacy, and exciting future
uf the LEFA, highlighting Its unique place In the sporting heritage of Liverpool and Its iasting
contribution to the soclal fabric of city. Visitors will have the opportunity to explore decades

THE H|STORY 0F \ ! ) —t - - ) of school football heritage, discover inspiring stories from past and present participants, and

LlVERPUUL SCHOOLS FUGTBALL Y'\ ‘. :f . s _ : gain Insight Info how the arganisation continues o shape young lives across the city

From humble beginnings In the 19th Century, to becoming a cornerstone of youth sport In
Liverpool, the LSFA has played a vital role in fostering talent, promaoling Inclusivity, and
strangthening community ties. The sxhibition will showease memorabilia, archival materials,

A month-long exhibition Celeb[ating ; . : ¢ ¥ ! and interactive displays that bring to life the impact of school football on generations of
. . X ' joung people
the rich history of the Liverpool Schools p o
Football Association and its lasting - = I\ oL The event also aims to look forward, celebrating the future of the LSFA and Its ongoing
S ; A \ A commitment to providing opportunities, nurturing petential, and supporting the wellbeing of
impact on the city. | . ) _ F L young people and vital local initiatives through sport.

Members of the public, schools, ex-players and staff, and football enthusiasts are all
encouraged to attend and be part of this celebration of Liverpool's proud sporting heritage.

If schools would like to bring groups to the exhibition, we can arrange a guided tour from one
of our staff. Please get in touch with us you would like to take advantage of this.

) LOCATION FREE ENTRY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC For further detalls please contact:
| St. George's Hall | Exhibition is free Ist — 30th May Andy Reidel admingdliverpoolschoolsfa.org.uk

| Stable Gallery and open to Monday to Saturday
the public 9:30am - 4:30pm

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT:
ps://liverpoolcityhalls.co.uk/whats-on/
3 Liverpool Schools /‘f/ Liverpool

pothall )




